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Concurrent Chemotherapy in NSCLC

When to use it

Benefits over RT alone

Regimens available

Comparing the efficacy and safety
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NCCN GUIDELINES
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NCCN GUIDELINES
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ESMO GUIDELINES
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CCRT vs RT alone

Until 1990s RT alone was the SOC for inoperable NSCLC, with 

poor 5 years survival <10%

Adding chemotherapy has a dual effect

Increases the radio-sensitivity – increases local control

Decreases the risk of distant metastasis

Hence now it has become the SOC.
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VARIOUS CHEMOTHERAPY REGIMENS USED IN CCRT
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HOW TO CHOOSE THE BEST REGIMEN

Patient related factors

Age

Co-morbidities

Nutrition

Lung Function

Performance Status

Platinum Eligibility

Therapy related factor – the toxicity profile.
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TAKE HOME MESSAGE

Platinum based Chemotherapy remains the SOC for CCRT

Although associated with more haematological toxicity – prefer to 

give cisplatin based regimen – Eto + Cis

In other patients – Taxanes + Platinum

In near future the use of immunotherapy/TKI with RT may change 

the outcomes in this subset of patients

To consolidate we have PACIFIC trial – Durvalumab

Ongoing trial PACIFIC 8 – Durva vs Durva + Domvanalimab (Anti-

TIGIT)
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